
The plan right now is to start an unofficial chat at about 11 if Sannion doesn't show; until then, we'll just be 
talking. 

12:34 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

I am JUST getting over the sinus infection from hell 

everyone I know is getting sick 

12:35 PM 
emily.rossow : 

It's the weird shifts in weather from this bizarre winter. D: 

Kyrene Ariadne : 

haven't been sick in over a year :-/ 

Teresa M : 

Oh gosh, I still have a sinus infection myself, Kyrene 

Kyrene Ariadne : 

for me, was stress and not enough sleep 

Teresa M : 

Spring messes me up! 

emily.rossow : 

I hear that, too, Kyrene. 

12:36 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

mortgage refi, good friend of mine of 10+ died in a fire, job is going south...yeah 

*10+ years 

12:37 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Goodness! I'm sorry to hear that, dear. 

Teresa M : 

sorry  

12:38 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

yeah it sucks. she was young, had a ridiculously full life. made the local news 

emily.rossow : 

My condolences. 

12:39 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

so yeah...eventful week last week 

Teresa M : 

I'm glad you made it tonight anyway 

12:40 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

me too! 

can't stay much past 11 unfortunately 

Teresa M : 

Is everyone here on eastern time? 

It's 9:40 where I am 

12:41 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

10:41 here 

Jessica Whitington : 

It's 9:40 here too 

Teresa M : 

ok 

12:42 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

so yeah, I mean 11 EST  

or ET rather 

since daylight 

emily.rossow added Markos 



Teresa M : 

 

 12:42 PM 
Me : 

cool beans. 

 12:43 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Hi, Markos! Glad you could make it! And Kyrene, whenever you have to duck out, do--we're just glad to see you 
around. You deserve some rest after this week. 

 12:43 PM 
Teresa M : 

Hello Markos 

 12:43 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Hello! 

 12:43 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Plan right now is to start an unofficial Starry Bull Book Club meeting in about 15 minutes. If Sannion can't show, 
we'll at least have some discussion done and can jump in all the better when the official chat DOES happen. 

 12:43 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

I need a less demanding and batshit job, gods help me 

 12:44 PM 
emily.rossow : 

What do you do? If you're willing to share, anyhow. 

 12:44 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

Today at around 11am: "We need you to write a detailed spec about an app you've never done any coding in and 
barely know anything about and it's Very High Priority and we need it by 3pm tomorrow" 

I'm a software engineer 

 12:45 PM 
Me : 

erk 

 12:45 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Oh wow D: 

 12:45 PM 
Teresa M : 

That's what my husband does - it's rough! 

 12:45 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

in a lead role, which apparently to these people means "I do ALL of the dirty work and have no time to do the 
work I am supposed to do as a result, and will ultimately get blamed for it" 

it normally isn't 

 12:45 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Yikes. 

 12:45 PM 
emily.rossow : 

But crunch times happen, and when they do, it's never fun. 

 12:45 PM 
Me : 

It's raining now so I cant work. So I'm free to fb and write. 

 12:46 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

that's the problem 

every day is crunch day 

every day is an urgent high priority 

and then other urgent high priorities come in 

with no true sense of what is REALLY an urgent high priority 



I need Dionysos D: 

 12:47 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Yuck. I wonder what happened to make the atmosphere that high-strung constantly. 

 12:47 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

I used to have a boss like that. Everything was a life or death situation. Impossible to get anything done. 

 12:47 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

lots of bad communication, lack of resources, key people leaving making resources even more scarce, and 
dyfunction 

 12:47 PM 
emily.rossow : 

And I don't doubt D. would like to have a field day there  

 12:47 PM 
Teresa M : 

My husband also does computer support work and his job is like that constantly 

 12:48 PM 
emily.rossow : 

That sounds like a vicious cycle, too. I'm sorry you're caught up in it. 

 12:48 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

my main boss is great but he no longer handles the group I'm in so technically doesn't really manage me 

one of the best days I had there involved champagne 

 12:49 PM 
Me : 

(testing) 

 12:49 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Passed~ 

 12:49 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

 

 12:49 PM 
Me : 

Does that shake button effect everyone? 

 12:49 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

yes 

 12:49 PM 
Me : 

'buzz' 

sorry about that. 

 12:50 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

I was wondering what that was 

 12:50 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

shake? 

 12:50 PM 
emily.rossow : 

I thought the chat program was angry with me. 

emily.rossow added Aridela Pantherina 

 12:50 PM 
Me : 

seriously the net has become crap. 

 12:50 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Hi, Aridela! 

 12:50 PM 



Teresa M : 

what is that for anyway? 

 12:50 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

oh hai  

 12:50 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Scaring the pants off drunk posters would be my guess. 

 12:50 PM 
Teresa M : 

lol 

 12:50 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

lol 

 12:51 PM 
emily.rossow : 

(Not that we need much of an excuse to get drunk or drop trou in a Dionysos thiasos) 

 12:51 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

 

 12:52 PM 
Teresa M : 

 

 12:52 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Plan right now, Aridela, is to have an unofficial Bakkhai discussion in about 10 minutes. If Sannion can't make it, 
we'll just be better prepared when the official chat DOES happen. 

 12:53 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

Cool! I might be lurky, as I have not started reading it yet 

 12:54 PM 
emily.rossow : 

That's all good. We can also talk about the history of Greek tragedy, or the life of Euripides, or elements of Greek 
tragedy, what have you. 

 12:54 PM 
Teresa M : 

I was reading the spark notes earlier and there is more to the play than I realized 

I've never really studied much about Greek tragedy 

 12:56 PM 
emily.rossow : 

There's a LOT to it, more than I think we'll be able to cover in a single meeting anyway. 

I also have a minor confession: though I've read the text itself, I haven't done so in years. Because I was out of 
town for the majority of this week, I've actually only had time to read some of the background information Sannion 
posted, but I can totally do discussion of it anyway~ 

 12:57 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Well a key element was that it focused on a noble person that had a key fault (hamartia) that brought about their 
downfall. 

 12:57 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

Haven't read it in a while but saw it live maybe a year or so ago 

you wouldn't believe how many local Hellenic pagans turned up XD 

 12:57 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

That is, you needed to start out high and then the audience watches your life fall apart. 

 12:57 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

How wonderful! I'd love to see it live 

 12:58 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

I would love to see this live!! 



 12:58 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Yeah, and the idea of hamartia--literally "missing the mark," though a lot of inaccurate translations make it the 
word "sin"--is a key element of tragedy. 

 12:58 PM 
Teresa M : 

Yes, it would be really cool to see in person 

 12:59 PM 
Me : 

On my to read list. 

 12:59 PM 
emily.rossow : 

(Traditional Hellenic polytheism doesn't have an Abrahamic concept of sin; it has miasma, and everyone gets 
miasma, and that's okay as long as you take proper steps to purify yourself before interacting with the Gods.) 

 12:59 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

sin also means to miss the mark, but its modern connotations are hard to get past 

 12:59 PM 
Me : 

depends 

 01:00 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

So hamartia is a new concept to me... is it a result of your actions or something ingrained in you somehow? 

 01:00 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

yeah miasma is definitely not sin 

the term has been misused as such in the community in spots which makes me facepalm  

 01:00 PM 
Me : 

in Orphic tradition the death of Zegarus and the birth of man from Titan ash made us have original 
sin. 

 01:01 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

I feel like the difference is that sin brings a connotation of being a bad person. But with hamartia, you just end up 
paying for the mistakes you make. 

 01:01 PM 
emily.rossow : 

I'd shy away from calling it "original sin" given the non-Hellenic, non-Orphic context of that particular term, but I'm 
arguing semantics there. 

 01:01 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Except for Oedipus... he didn't actually make any huge mistakes. 

 01:02 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Hamartia can be a character flaw, or a flaw in circumstances and your reaction to those circumstances. If 
Oedipus hadn't been as sure that he'd tricked the Fates, he'd have listened to Tiresias (in Sophocles' version, 
anyway). 

 01:02 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

This is a good point. 

 01:03 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

ah, that makes it a bit more clear, thanks 

 01:03 PM 
emily.rossow : 

And you can be an excellent person, but react poorly in certain circumstances. 

 01:03 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Though I can't really fault the guy for trying to escape that fate. 

 01:03 PM 
emily.rossow : 



What do you guys think was Pentheus' hamartia in the Bakkhai? 

(I know, right?) 

 01:04 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

He decided that Dionysos wasn't a God. That is, he didn't just come is with skepticism, he came in with insults. 

 01:04 PM 
Teresa M : 

Yes, being too rigid with his beliefs 

 01:04 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Yeah, he outright ridiculed D. and threatened to slaughter his worshippers. 

So we have a prideful, rigid belief that there's no way this new god could be real, or that this god's worship could 
be helpful to the city of Thebes. 

 01:06 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Which honestly seems out of place. So much of his family seems familiar with D. 

 01:07 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Before we go on with the rest of the plot, what do you guys know about Pentheus' family tree? 

 01:07 PM 
Me : 

I thought Dionysus was related to Pentheus. 

 01:07 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

I've never really understood why he comes to what seems to be a radical decision. 

 01:07 PM 
Me : 

I don't know the full extent however. 

 01:07 PM 
Teresa M : 

Pentheus is related to Cadmus 

 01:08 PM 
Me : 

Is Semele related to Cadmus? 

 01:08 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

she is his daughter, yes? 

 01:08 PM 
emily.rossow : 

And Cadmus was the founder of the city of Thebes. Semele is one of Cadmus' daughters! 

 01:08 PM 
Teresa M : 

yes, I believe so 

 01:08 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

I found a picture! 

http://cmsauthor.skidmore.edu/fye/summer_reading/2005/images/genealogy3_1.jpg 

 01:08 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Cadmus and his wife, Harmonia, had four daughters--yep, that image will give you the gist. 

Pentheus and Dionysos are cousins. 

 01:09 PM 
Me : 

So Dionysus is his uncle 

 01:09 PM 
Teresa M : 

so yes, Pentheus and Dionysos are cousins then 

 01:09 PM 
Me : 

my mistake. 

http://cmsauthor.skidmore.edu/fye/summer_reading/2005/images/genealogy3_1.jpg


 01:09 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

crazy! 

 01:10 PM 
emily.rossow : 

So imagine if your long-lost cousin walked into your house and said "hey guess what I'm your guest and you 
have to let my crazy friends in so they can break your stuff" 

"btw i'm a god now so suck it" 

 01:10 PM 
Teresa M : 

lol! 

 01:10 PM 
Me : 

 

 01:11 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

But his family has, as far as we know, been pretty public about the fact that they have a God in the family. 

He denying it is kind of a left turn. 

*him 

 01:11 PM 
Teresa M : 

Pentheus feels threatened by D I'm sure 

 01:12 PM 
Me : 

thing is everyone else follows Dionysus. Even Pentheus' grandfather and mother. It's his hung up, 
jealously even, which is fault. 

 01:12 PM 
emily.rossow : 

I'd have to go back and reread the text in full to see how Euripides takes the story, Jessica. I know that in some 
versions of the myth, there's a bit of time during which D. is spreading the good word and not everyone believes 
him--hence other stories, like that of Lycurgus. 

Actualy, Markos, you raise a really good point--reminds me of something I read in my research today about 
Cadmus, Pentheus' grandfather. 

 01:12 PM 
Teresa M : 

I believe Dionysos is coming back from Asia when the play starts 

 01:13 PM 
Me : 

Dionysus is a tyrant killer, tyrants are wannabe gods. 

 01:13 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Cadmus (and his whole family) suffered from a bit of a curse--Cadmus killed a sacred dragon of Ares', and Ares 
made sure that, even though Cadmus did penance for the crime, his life was never peaceful afterward. 

Part of that was civil unrest in Thebes, the city Cadmus founded; it got so bad that Cadmus -abdicated the 
throne- 

and Pentheus took over. 

 01:14 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

I didn't know all that. That puts things in perspective. 

 01:14 PM 
emily.rossow : 

So Pentheus is a young king, possibly inexperienced, and coming in after a decent amount of unrest in the city. 
He wants to maintain order. 

And then Lysios happens 

 01:14 PM 
Teresa M : 

That makes more sense now 

 01:15 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 



And he does pull all/most of the women out of their roles when he comes to town. That could make any ruler feel 
nervous. 

 01:15 PM 
emily.rossow : 

It's not just the women, either--men are joining in, too, even "respectable" ones like Cadmus. 

Basically, the life of the city's been put on hiatus. I can't remember--does Euripdes give a time of year for the 
events of the play? 

 01:16 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

I love him and Tiresias at the beginning. It's adorable. 

 01:16 PM 
emily.rossow : 

BroTP 

 01:16 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

lemme check... 

 01:16 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

lol 

 01:17 PM 
emily.rossow : 

I mean, I bet it's not in the winter or they wouldn't be frolicking in the mountains at night. 

Mainades or no, mortals feel cold if it's cold. 

 01:18 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Yeah I'm not seeing anything at a quick glance, but it's got to be summerish 

 01:18 PM 
Me : 

That's the other thing. Tiresias is like the super wise dude. The king is even offending him, just like 

Oedipus. 

 01:18 PM 
emily.rossow : 

You have to imagine he's used to this by now 

 01:19 PM 
Me : 

hehehe, perhaps that's why his wise? 

 01:19 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

that's another common thread in greek tradgedies. 

Prophets and seers that aren't listened to. 

 01:19 PM 
Me : 

male version of Cassandra? 

 01:19 PM 
emily.rossow : 

"When I was your age, sonny jim, men blinded themselves because they didn't listen to me" 

 01:19 PM 
Me : 

although he is cross gender, similar to Dionysus. Never thought of that. 

 01:20 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Oh, there's a LOT of Dionysian imagery with Tiresias. He did spend seven years as a woman. 

He's seen both sides of things and can unite both sets of experiences into greater wisdom. 

 01:20 PM 
Me : 

my point exactly. 

 01:21 PM 
emily.rossow : 

There's an old adage, I can't remember where from--"Those whom the gods would destroy, they first make blind." 

Tiresias is here for plays on blindness/true sight, as he is in Oedipus. 



Pentheus makes fun of Tiresias for being blind, but look at what's up with Pentheus: 

He's blind to the truth of Dionysos' divinity and power, wilfully so; 

and when he sees truth for himself, he's torn to shreds for his desecration of holy mysteries. 

 01:22 PM 
Me : 

I think Dionysus is forgiving to Pentheus. 

 01:23 PM 
Teresa M : 

Yes, Pentheus doesn't know he's blind until it's too late 

 01:23 PM 
Me : 

He brings him into his cult by force. 

 01:23 PM 
emily.rossow : 

That's something Sannion has touched on before. The antagonistic relationship to Dionysos. 

 01:23 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

*hugs* I got to get some sleep. is there a way to turn off sound on here? 

 01:23 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Click the speaker icon at the top of the window. 

 01:24 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Goodnight, dear! 

 01:24 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

yay! thanks. I want to read this later  it's awesome 

 01:24 PM 
Me : 

Good night! 

 01:24 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Thanks for joining us! Get some good sleep! 

 01:24 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

goodnight! 

 01:24 PM 
Teresa M : 

Good night, Kyrene! 

 01:24 PM 
Kyrene Ariadne : 

I go pass out now  night all 

 01:24 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Nini! 

But I think you're right, Markos. How do you think Pentheus' punishment brings him into the cult? 

 01:25 PM 
Me : 

anyway, Karl Kernyi goes into the forgiving relationship Dionysus has with Pentheus. There are 
some pots which has Pentheus enthroned in Hades, next to Hades. 

 01:26 PM 
emily.rossow : 

That is really nifty--first I've heard it! 

 01:26 PM 
Me : 

The whole play is initiation into the mysteries. 

 01:26 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

I'd never heard that either. 

 01:26 PM 



Teresa M : 

I didn't know that either 

 01:27 PM 
emily.rossow : 

I'm always willing to hear Kerenyi theories, too. 

 01:27 PM 
Me : 

I always thought it's an reenactment of Dionysus' death by the titans. 

 01:28 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

that's an interesting thought 

 01:28 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Dismemberment is part of a lot of initiation rituals. You have to die to your old life before you can begin your new 
one. 

 01:29 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Yeah, the similarities are pretty one-to-one. Why do you guys think the form of death in Dionysian worship is, 
specifically, dismemberment? 

It's an illustration of the original death of Zagreus, but is there any deeper symbolism to it than that? 

 01:29 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

so pentheus tried to be a spy/observer instead of a participant, but then ended up being not only a participant but 
unwittingly re-enacting dionysos' own suffering... 

 01:29 PM 
Me : 

This reenactment may of been one of the rituals performed in the mysteries. Dionysus forces 
Pentheus to go through this process so he is forgiven in Hades. Therefore Pentheus becomes 
enlightened.  
Sorry I'm doing ten things at once. 

 01:30 PM 
emily.rossow : 

It's fine! I'm really enjoying what you're adding. 

 01:30 PM 
Me : 

The death of Dionysus can have a few meanings btw. 

It can be seen as a process of refinement. Especially how wine is made, also the growth of grape 
vine. 

 01:32 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Not only would Pentheus be forgiven in the Underworld--if initiated, he'd be welcome at the banquets of the 
mystai. He'd retain his memories of who he was and what he'd learned in his life, by Orphic tradition. 

 01:32 PM 
Me : 

Each year the grape is crashed, then it is buried, then restored as wine. The vine itself grows then 
is cut down to the root to grow stronger. 

 01:34 PM 
emily.rossow : 

So as we are cut down, or cut away our own dead wood (so to speak), we are better able to bear fruit and make 
the world a better place both for the people around us and for our Gods. 

 01:35 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Exactly. 

 01:35 PM 
Me : 

Yep and to that point - if you see the play as Pentheus being initiated - Dionysus' wrath is actually 
a blessing. 

 01:35 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

i think there is so much to that idea of being torn apart. you could say you need to know yourself in all your pieces 
before you can be whole again... 



 01:35 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Oooh I like that wording, Aridela. 

 01:35 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Me too, that's lovely. 

 01:36 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

thank you.  I think there's more, something very primal to it, as well, but i'm having trouble putting it into words... 

 01:36 PM 
Me : 

Yes and that is why his mother puts the king together again at the end. But she fails because she 
is a mortal. That is a really important part of the play to me. 

 01:36 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Sannion's talked before about the antagonistic relationship that some Dionysians have with Dionysos Himself. 
Think about it--if you spend all your life and energy denouncing Dionysos and what he stands for, only to have 
that brought crashing down dramatically-- 

--like the bolt of lightning sundering Semele-- 

--how much clearer is the truth of Dionysos to you then? 

 01:37 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

I keep thinking of Perfume, and Stranger in a Strange Land, where the main characters are torn apart by crowds 
at the end of the book because they are TOO MUCH for the world, in some way 

 01:37 PM 
Me : 

brb, being an art assistant and smoking while also chatting. 

 01:37 PM 
emily.rossow : 

In a way, the people who fight Him are the ones who have the clearest view of Him when they come to 
understand His truth. 

Go be artsy, Markos  

 01:38 PM 
Teresa M : 

Oooh, I forgot about Perfume, but that fits though, doesn't it? 

 01:38 PM 
emily.rossow : 

I'm not familiar with that story! Who's the author? 

 01:38 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

that makes sense, Emily... if we are passionately denying something we are still directing passion towards it! 

 01:38 PM 
Teresa M : 

I'm not even sure, I just saw the movie, lol 

 01:39 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

Peter Suskind I think? my spelling might be off. the book is absolutely wonderful. 

 01:39 PM 
Teresa M : 

Yes, the movie was good too, particularly that one crowd scene 

 01:39 PM 
emily.rossow : 

My reading list is so long right now ;_; But I'll look it up. 

 01:40 PM 
Teresa M : 

I think Perfume was on Sannion's list of Dionysian movies if I remember right 

 01:41 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Oh hey! Then when my magical mystical way of deciding what movie I watch next (online number generator) 
comes to that, I'll be sure to check it out. 



So going back to the idea of seeing truth: one of the parts of a classic Greek tragedy, though not a necessary 
one, is "anagnorisis." Literally, "recognizing" 

(Though it can be a recognition of truth just as much as it can be recognition of a person) 

 01:43 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

I wish we got to see Pentheus reach that point. It's a shame it happens offstage. 

 01:43 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Seriously. I want to say it was primarily for technical reasons (they didn't have Walking Dead tech back in ancient 
Athens) 

But at the same time, there's a mystical sense to it taking place off stage. We aren't permitted to witness such 
private mysteries. 

 01:44 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

That would be my assumption too. 

 01:44 PM 
emily.rossow : 

We can only really see them when we experience them for ourselves. 

 01:45 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

oops, booted myself out of chat, then found my way back. 

 01:45 PM 
emily.rossow : 

(Though imho that sounds a bit pretentious of me to say; I think they'd have shown it onstage if they had the 
special effects know-how.) 

 01:45 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

I don't know if they would have. 

 01:46 PM 
emily.rossow : 

(And now I'm wondering how to say "Splash Zone" in Attic Greek. Yay brain) 

 01:46 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

You make a good point about the mysteries, and I think the audience at that point would have understood not 
showing it. 

A fair amount of them would have been involved in one cult or another. Or atleast understood the culture behind 
the secrecy. 

 01:47 PM 
emily.rossow : 

But Pentheus' anagnorisis isn't the only one in the tragedy, is it? It's not the one that's shown on stage. 

 01:47 PM 
Me : 

back again, the plays were performed by three people only - not including the chorus - there was 
scene limits. 

 01:48 PM 
emily.rossow : 

True. 

 01:48 PM 
Me : 

I think it's better being said by the witness anyway. It makes the arrival of his mother with his 
head more intense. 

 01:50 PM 
emily.rossow : 

And I think THAT'S the major point I was missing 

 01:50 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Is that a choice on the authors part? Beyond the logistics. Is Agave's realization a more important one for us to 
see? 

 01:50 PM 
Me : 

yes 



 01:50 PM 
emily.rossow : 

That's what I'm wondering. If this were JUST about Pentheus, we'd have the climax be his anagnorisis and 
peripeteia (reversal of fortune). 

Instead, the focus becomes Agave. 

But I'm not sure why. 

 01:51 PM 
Me : 

We don't need to see the kings death. It's not just Agave either, it's everyones fault - why 
Dionysus curses them all. 

 01:51 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Everyone's fault--but Agave and the rest of them were honoring Dionysos, weren't they? 

 01:52 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Right. She does what she's supposed to do. But she's punished for the crimes of her son? 

I think it's bigger than that. I don't think it's about punishing one person. 

 01:52 PM 
Me : 

Yes but they failed to convince the king to join - they neglected and killed him. If they are all part 
of Dionysus then they should done his will without him being involved personally. 

 01:53 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

I don't think it's a Baccahe's job to convince people to follow their God. 

 01:54 PM 
emily.rossow : 

It isn't, but it's a king's duty to allow his people to worship important Gods as they need to. 

 01:54 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

We follow, and we might avenge a disrespect. But bringing others into the fold is outside out jurisdiction. 

 01:54 PM 
Me : 

I donno just brain farting. But the ending everyone finds fault with themselves and leaves in exile. 

 01:54 PM 
emily.rossow : 

That's also a theme of the antagonists in Dionysos' stories: those in power have a responsibility to permit those 
without it to worship the Gods within the bounds of piety and purity. 

Pentheus wasn't JUST denouncing Dionysos as a god, he was threatening Dionysos' worshippers--mostly 
women, a group of people generally (though not categorically) oppressed in ancient Hellas. 

And Dionysos likes his women. 

 01:56 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

That he does. :P 

(A little disappointed there's not a creepy tongue smiley.) 

 01:57 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Since the King is the representative of his land and people, a bad king will taint his land and people with miasma-
-like in Sophocles' Oedipus Rex, where Oedipus' miasma is so severe it brings on a plague. 

 01:57 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

Pentheus punishment was brought about by Dionysos, but maybe Agave's suffering was part of the family's 
greater ancestral curse ? 

 01:57 PM 
Teresa M : 

Yes, they were already under a curse, right? 

 01:58 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

yes? 

 01:58 PM 
emily.rossow : 



Aaaaand to bring it around to Thiasos material, one of our goals as worshippers of the Starry Bull is to recognize 
the causes of and solutions to ancestral curses and those who exacerbate them. 

Yep! 

 01:58 PM 
Me : 

Look at it in terms of politics. If there is a bad tyrant, people are either oppressed or revolt. It's up 
to the people to remove the king. In simplistic terms this happens but the people fail to revolt 
against the king. They need divine intervention. 

To me that is why they go into exile. 

 01:59 PM 
emily.rossow : 

By initiating Pentheus, albeit forcibly, Dionysos was attempting to help purify the family line and curse. (It wouldn't 
happen until after the story of the Epigonoi/Seven Against Thebes and Antigone, but it WOULD eventually 
happen.) 

 01:59 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

i like that idea 

 01:59 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Does anyone remember if D planned for Agave to be the one that killed him? 

 02:00 PM 
emily.rossow : 

I think there's a reference to that as one of his plans in one of the big choral sections, but I could be wrong. Sorry 
D: 

I really like how you tie the idea of purification into the idea of regime change, Markos. 

 02:01 PM 
Me : 

No. They are all in madness. There seems no plan if I recall. 

I've got the bloody book here I can have a look if you want. 

 02:01 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Sure! 

 02:02 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Sure. I'm scrolling through too. Just struggling with a thought. 

 02:03 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Back in a second, I'm making myself some tea for libations tonight. 

 02:03 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

yeah, it looks like he says he's leading him to Agave and her sisters for the confrontation. 

 02:05 PM 
Me : 

yep. 

Pentheus admits his sin in my version. That's interesting. 

 02:06 PM 
emily.rossow : 

And even the collective madness can be construed as a Dionysian plan, since the thiasos or group of Bakkhai 
are said to be possessed by Him directly when they act in their madness. 

 02:07 PM 
Me : 

'It is I, your own son Pentheus, whom you bore to Echion. Mother, have mercy; I have sinned, but 
I am still your own son. Do not take my life!' 

How awful. 

 02:08 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

I'm glancing towards the end, where Cadmus is explaining to Agave what happened, and he says that both she 
and Pentheus were irreverant to the god 

 02:08 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 



Why does he say she was? 

I don't recall that bit. 

 02:08 PM 
Teresa M : 

How was Agave irreverant? 

 02:08 PM 
emily.rossow : 

I think I know why Agave was considered irreverent, actually. I'll have to fact-check this, but I think Agave was 
doubtful of Semele? 

Off-stage, in this case. 

 02:08 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

"He took offense at being insulted. 
You did not consider him a god." 

 02:09 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Gotcha 

 02:09 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

"Like you, he was irreverent to the god.  
That's why the god linked you and him together 
in the same disaster" 

but i'm not seeing a why. maybe emily is correct? 

 02:10 PM 
Teresa M : 

Ok, it had to do with her being rude to Semele maybe 

 02:10 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Yeah, sorry, a quick glance at Wikipedia cleared it up--in some versions of the story, Agave, Autonoe, and Ino 
spread false rumors that Semele was trying to lie about Dionysos' parentage 

They said that she'd had sex with a normal man but was claiming it was a god 

 02:11 PM 
Me : 

A result of Hera. 

 02:12 PM 
emily.rossow : 

I'm wholly unprepared to discuss Hera's role in the story tonight--but it sounds like a good thing to bring up during 
the official chat with Sannion. 

In fact, I'm probably going to have to duck out--but I'll leave the window open. Maybe I can transcribe the chat to 
the Thiasos facebook page (if I figure out how to work that). 

Y'all can keep discussing the story, though--once I'm a bit less tired I'd love to read what you have to say! 

 02:14 PM 
Teresa M : 

Yes, I need to be going to, it's getting late 

 02:14 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

I think I may join you, hon. I'm having trouble keeping my eyes open. 

 02:14 PM 
Me : 

I'm pretty vague with Hera myself. I'd like to hear others thoughts on the subject. 

Hehe 

it's 2:14pm here pikers. 

 02:14 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Sounds like a plan, then! Let's see if we can come up with links between Hera and the cult of Dionysos. 

 02:14 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

Works for me. Goodnight lovlies! 

 02:15 PM 
emily.rossow : 



I'll see you guys around! Have a good night (and a good afternoon, Markos)! 

 02:15 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

i will be better prepared myself next time, i hope! if i'm able to make it to the next chat. good talking with you all. 

 02:15 PM 
emily.rossow : 

Likewise! : D 

 02:15 PM 
Teresa M : 

Goodnight guys! It was great chatting!  

 02:15 PM 
emily.rossow : 

(yay for once I didn't make the creepyface) 

 02:15 PM 
Jessica Whitington : 

 

 02:15 PM 
Me : 

cya guys. 

 02:15 PM 
Aridela Pantherina : 

haha, goodnight! 

 


